
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                 *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                  Variations on ‘In dulci jubilo’                   Hildebrand  

* HYMN 41                    O Come, All Ye Faithful                Adeste Fideles 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people; 

People: To us is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
 Messiah, the Lord. 

Leader: Glory to God in the highest heaven! 

People: And on earth peace and goodwill to all! 

INTROIT                          Fanfare for Christmas                  Robin Wells 

Hodie Christus natus est Hodie Salvator apparuit: Hodie in terra canunt Angeli, 
Lætantur Archangeli: Hodie exsultant justi, dicentes Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Alleluia. 
 

Today Christ is born; today the Savior appears: today the angels sing on earth, 
the archangels rejoice: today the righteous exult, saying: “Glory to God in the highest!” 
Alleluia! 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record your 
presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad has 
been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.) 

CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we know that we have not earned the gift of 
Christmas. We are not worthy of your saving deeds in Christ Jesus. 
We are sinful and foolish creatures, who even on our brightest days, 
fail in faith, hope and love. By coming to us in Christ Jesus, you have 
recognized our deepest need and refused to give us up as a lost cause.  
We ask now for your mercy in Jesus, well aware that even before we 
get the words out, you have already answered our prayer with grace 
heaped upon grace.  In the name of Jesus, your Son, we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)           Hymnal No. 32 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo”   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                                                      



 

 

* HYMN 28               Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  In Dulci Jubilo 

+ Children and Youth remain for Worship. Activity packets are available;  
please ask an usher. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                      Hebrews 1:1-4  

ANTHEM                   Rise Up Shepherds, and Follow           Thornett 

There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn, 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
It will lead to the place where the Christ was born, 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
Follow the Star of Bethlehem, 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
If you take good heed to the angel’s words, 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. 
You’ll forget your flocks, you’ll forget your herds, 
Rise up, shepherd, and follow. Refrain 

SECOND LESSON                Psalm 98:1-9 

SERMON                       “Good News, Actually”       Rev. Richard S. Hong  

OFFERTORY                      A Gallery Carol                        arr. Bumgartner 

Rejoice and be merry in songs and in mirth. Oh praise our Redeemer, all mortals on 
earth. For this is the birthday of Jesus ou-our King. Who brought us sa-alvation his 
praises we'll sing.   
 

A heavenly vision appeared in the sky. Vast numbers of angels the shepher-erds did spy. 
Proclaiming the birthday of Jesus ou-our King. Who brought us sa-alvation his praises 
we'll sing.   
 

Likewise a bright star in the sky did appear. Which led the wise men from the east to 
draw near. They found the Messiah, sweet Jesus our King. Who brought us sa-alvation 
his praises we'll sing.   
 

And when they were come, with their treasures unfold. And unto him offered myrrh, 
incenses and gold. So blessed forever dear Jesus our King. Who brought us Sa-alvation, his 
praises we'll sing. 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                      Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
glory, forever.  Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 29                Go, Tell It on the Mountain                    Go Tell It 

BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN       

POSTLUDE           Toccata from “Variations on a Noël”  Marcel Dupré 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (NRSV) 
 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 
created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 
word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior 
to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
Psalm 98:1-9 (NRSV) 
 O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous 
things. His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.  
2The LORD has made known his victory; he has revealed his 
vindication in the sight of the nations.  
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 
of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into 
joyous song and sing praises. 
5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound  
of melody. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before 
the King, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live  
in it. 
8Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 
9at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. He 
will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 
 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 




